ldentity and Change 1991-2001




1991 Census
Ethnic group
Please tick the appropriate box

White

2001 Census
What is your ethnic group?
Choose one section from A to E, then tick
the appropriate box to indicate your cultural

Black-Caribbean — background.

Black-African
Black-Other

Indian

Pakistani

Bangladeshi

Chinese

Any other ethnic group

If the person is descended from more
than one ethnic or racial group, please
tick the group to which the person
considers he/she belongs, or tick the ‘Any
other ethnic group’ box and describe the
person’s ancestry in the space provided.

British Irish
Any other White background

A White

B Mixed White and Black Caribbean
White and Black African

White and Asian

Any other Mixed background

C Asian or Asian British
Indian Pakistani Bangladeshi
Any Other Asian Background

D Black or Black British
Caribbean African
Any other Black background

E Chinese or any other ethnic group
Chinese
Any other
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Questions that we have been asked

® Which categories should we put together
when comparing 1991 and 20017




Sources of instabllity

@ Conscious change of ethnicity

® Question change
e New and different categories
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Measures of stability

LS forward Degree of fit Marginal fit
linkage % keeping X 2001/1991

89.1% White 99.5% 99.8%
69.3% Caribbean 77.2% 93.2%
61.5% African 77.4% 93.3%




Stability of sex,
country of birth and ethnic group

Number not
Number in in this
1991 category
lassification Census in 2001 of fit Stability of




How much of 10-year instability is due to

unreliability and question change?
e —

1991 Census
Validation LFS with 2001




How much of 10-year instability is due to

unreliability and question change?
e ——

1991 Census
Validation LFS with 2001
Surve gquestion LS 2001




How much of 10-year instability is due to

unreliability and question change?
e ——

1991 Census
Validation LFS with 2001
Surve gquestion LS 2001




Comparison 1991-2001

® Use full transition probabilities in either direction?

e E.g. 0.33% of 1991 White became 2001 Mixed
— But will vary by ethnic composition of population: age and area

Mixed 2001 more than double the write in Mixed of 199



Mixed 1991-2001

® No clear correspondence
® 1991 White contributes most to 2001 Mixed
e 1991 write-in Mixed contributes less than




Alternative allocation of Mixed categories

Mean squar

Overall degree fit

Stability of fit margi
16 categories as in 2001 Census 4.5% 57 1%
14 categories. 3 White categories together 93.0% 67.0%

10 categories,
allocating 2001 Mixed
0 other categories as

2001 2001 2001 2001
African Caribbean Asian Other
/White /\White MWhite Mixed

'ollows

Greater London Other Other Asian Other
Authority 2003 Black Black Other

Dorling and Rees 2003, , . Asian Other
Polarisation African  Caribbean Other Black
Dorling and Thomas African Other Asian Other
2004, Atlas Black Other Black
'dentity and Change Other Other

Project 2004 Black Black Other  Other



Alternative allocation of Mixed categories

Mean squar
Overall degree fit
Stability of fit margi
16 categories as in 2001 Census 4.5% 57 1%
14 categories. 3 White categories together 93.0% 67.0%
10 categories
: PR 2001 2001 2001 2001
fglzfﬁgpgaztgoér:\glsng African  Caribbean Asian Other
d White  /White  AWhite  Mixed
ollows
Greater London Other Other Asian 0 0 _
Authority 2003 Black Black Other Other 98.1% 72.1% 568.7
Dorling and Rees 2003, pqioan  caribbean 231N Other g5 145 68.7% 1007.
Polarisation Other Black
Dorling and Thomas , Other Asian Other 0 0 .
2004, Atlas Afican glack  Other  Black ~ 01% 71.3% 1319.
'dentity and Change Other Other 0 0
broject 2004 Black Black Other Other 98.2% 73.6% 279.1



Are the residual categories of use for

comparisons over time?
e ——

® Less than half retained their 1991 label
® By design, a mixture of ambiguous populations
O Other Black Other




Recommendation:

/ categories for comparison, 1 residual
e —

® \White Briton, Irish, Other White © White
® All Mixed and residual categories in Other




Fewer categories?
White, Black, Asian, Other?

® Avoid when possible

@ But external data with small sample sizes or broad
categories




A 4-category classification with high
degree of fit

® \White: White Britons, Irish, Other White
® Black: Caribbean, Black, Caribbean/White,




For LS users

® Will suppressed small cells cause me problems
when comparing classifications across time?

e In this study, the changes were of interest, and often
suppressed (less than three) from cell and total.




Impact and success of imputation

Imputed to a different category

Imputed % of % of all
1991 category 2001 N imputed records

White 8,027 201 2.5% 0.1%
Black Caribbean 167 117 70.1% 3.4%




Correlates of change in ethnic group

® How is change in ethnic group label associated with
biographical factors and social circumstances?




Correlates of change Iin ethnic group: Age
e ———————————————————————

® Across all ethnic groups, change was most likely for
people aged 60+
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Correlates of change in ethnic group:
Country of birth

® UK-born were more likely to change ethnic group than
those born outside UK




Other correlates of change in ethnic group
e ——————

® 23% of those who lived in a multiple ethnic group
household at either Census changed group compared
with 0.4% of those Iin single ethnic group households




Conclusions

@ Ethnic group question
e Reliability is not complete, probably improved on 1991
e Residual categories not useful




